
Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter
Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter is a novel by Erika L. Sánchez that
tells the story of Julia Reyes, a Mexican-American teenager who struggles
to live up to her family's expectations. The novel explores themes of
identity, family, and culture, and has been praised for its honest and moving
portrayal of the Mexican-American experience.

Julia is a first-generation Mexican-American who is expected to be the
perfect daughter. She is supposed to be obedient, respectful, and
hardworking. But Julia is not perfect. She is rebellious, outspoken, and
doesn't always want to follow the rules. This causes tensión between her
and her parents, who are determined to make her into the perfect Mexican
daughter.
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Julia's struggle to live up to her family's expectations is a common
experience for many Mexican-Americans. Many Mexican-American
children are expected to put their family's needs before their own, and to
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always be respectful of their elders. This can be a lot of pressure to put on
a child, and it can lead to feelings of guilt and shame.

In Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, Sánchez explores the complex
relationship between parents and children, and the challenges of growing
up in a culture that is different from your own. Julia's journey is a moving
and inspiring story that will resonate with anyone who has ever felt like they
didn't fit in.

Themes

Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter explores a number of themes,
including:

Identity: Julia struggles to find her own identity, both as a Mexican-
American and as an individual.

Family: Julia's relationship with her parents is complex and strained.
She loves them, but she also resents them for their expectations.

Culture: Julia is caught between two cultures, Mexican and American.
She feels like she doesn't belong in either one.

Expectations: Julia is expected to be the perfect daughter, but she
doesn't always want to follow the rules.

Guilt and shame: Julia feels guilty and ashamed for not being the
perfect daughter.

Characters

The characters in Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter are well-
developed and relatable. Julia is a complex and flawed protagonist, and her



journey is both moving and inspiring. Her parents are also well-drawn, and
their relationship with Julia is complex and strained.

Julia Reyes

Julia is a first-generation Mexican-American teenager who struggles to live
up to her family's expectations. She is rebellious, outspoken, and doesn't
always want to follow the rules. Julia is a complex and flawed character, but
she is also strong and determined.

Olga Reyes

Olga is Julia's mother. She is a traditional Mexican woman who is
determined to make Julia into the perfect daughter. Olga is loving and
supportive, but she can also be strict and demanding.

Maximo Reyes

Maximo is Julia's father. He is a hard-working man who is proud of his
Mexican heritage. Maximo is a good father, but he is also distant and
emotionally unavailable.

Setting

Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter is set in Chicago, Illinois. The novel
explores the challenges of growing up in a Mexican-American community.
Julia and her family live in a working-class neighborhood, and they are
surrounded by other Mexican-Americans who are struggling to make a
better life for themselves.

Literary Devices



Sánchez uses a number of literary devices in Am Not Your Perfect Mexican
Daughter, including:

Foreshadowing: Sánchez uses foreshadowing to hint at the events
that will happen later in the novel.

Symbolism: Sánchez uses symbolism to represent the themes of the
novel. For example, the color red is used to symbolize passion, anger,
and violence.

Imagery: Sánchez uses imagery to create vivid and memorable
scenes.

Metaphor: Sánchez uses metaphor to compare two things that are not
alike. For example, she compares Julia's heart to a "heavy stone."

Simile: Sánchez uses simile to compare two things that are alike. For
example, she compares Julia's tears to "a river."

Reviews

Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter has received critical acclaim. The
novel has been praised for its honest and moving portrayal of the Mexican-
American experience. Here are a few reviews:

“"Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter is a powerful and
moving novel that explores the complex relationship between
parents and children, and the challenges of growing up in a
culture that is different from your own. Julia's journey is a
moving and inspiring story that will resonate with anyone who
has ever felt like they didn't fit in."



- The New York Times”

“"Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the Mexican-American
experience. Sánchez writes with honesty and compassion
about the challenges of growing up in a culture that is often
misunderstood."

- The Washington Post”

Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter is a powerful and moving novel that
explores the complex relationship between parents and children, and the
challenges of growing up in a culture that is different from your own. Julia's
journey is a moving and inspiring story that will resonate with anyone who
has ever felt like they didn't fit in.
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