
Centenary Expedition With The Crean Family:
A Captivating Tale of Adventure and Legacy
In 2012, to commemorate the centenary of Sir Tom Crean's final expedition
to Antarctica, his daughter, Ann Savage, and granddaughter, Alexandra
Shackleton, embarked on an extraordinary journey to retrace his footsteps.
This expedition, known as the Centenary Expedition With The Crean
Family, was a testament to the enduring legacy of one of the greatest
explorers of all time.
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The Legendary Sir Tom Crean

Born in Ireland in 1877, Tom Crean was a towering figure in the history of
Antarctic exploration. He participated in three expeditions to the frozen
continent, including the ill-fated Terra Nova Expedition led by Captain
Robert Falcon Scott. Crean's indomitable spirit, loyalty, and unwavering
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dedication to his crew earned him the respect and admiration of his fellow
explorers.

The Centenary Expedition

The Centenary Expedition was a meticulously planned undertaking that
aimed to not only retrace Crean's route but also to raise awareness about
his remarkable story and the importance of preserving Antarctica for future
generations. Anne Savage, a renowned author and speaker, and Alexandra
Shackleton, a polar explorer and conservationist, shared the role of
expedition leader.
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The team traveled by ship, helicopter, and ski to some of the most remote
and challenging locations in Antarctica, following in the footsteps of Crean
and his comrades. They encountered icebergs, fierce winds, and
treacherous crevasses, but their determination never wavered.

Challenges and Triumphs

The expedition was not without its challenges. Savage and Shackleton
faced extreme temperatures, physical exhaustion, and the constant
pressure of living up to the legacy of their ancestor. However, they
persevered with the support of a dedicated team of experts, including
historians, scientists, and photographers.

One particularly poignant moment occurred when the team visited Cape
Crozier, the site where Crean and two companions had performed a daring
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rescue mission during Scott's expedition. Savage and Shackleton were
overcome with emotion as they stood on the same ground where their
grandfather and great-grandfather had faced unimaginable hardships.

A Legacy of Exploration and Conservation

The Centenary Expedition was not simply a historical reenactment; it was
also a powerful reminder of the importance of protecting Antarctica and its
fragile ecosystem. Savage and Shackleton used their platform to raise
awareness about the impact of climate change and the need for
sustainable tourism.
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The expedition also forged a lasting bond between the Crean family and
the people of Antarctica. The team worked closely with local scientists and
researchers, sharing their knowledge and experiences to support ongoing
conservation efforts.

The Book: Centenary Expedition With The Crean Family

The story of the Centenary Expedition is now available in a captivating
book, written by Ann Savage and Alexandra Shackleton. This beautifully
illustrated volume offers a firsthand account of the journey, including
stunning photographs, detailed descriptions of the challenges and
triumphs, and insights into the enduring legacy of Tom Crean.

The book is a must-read for anyone interested in Antarctic exploration,
history, or adventure. It is a testament to the indomitable spirit of the human
race and the importance of preserving our planet's most pristine and fragile
environments.
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The Centenary Expedition With The Crean Family was a remarkable
journey that honored the memory of one of the greatest explorers of all time
while also highlighting the urgent need to protect Antarctica for future
generations. Through the book and their ongoing work, Ann Savage and
Alexandra Shackleton continue to inspire and educate audiences
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worldwide about the importance of exploration, conservation, and the
enduring power of family.
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