
Changing The Game: The History of NHL
Expansion
The National Hockey League (NHL) is the oldest and most prestigious
professional hockey league in the world. It was founded in 1917 with just
four teams, but has since expanded to 32 teams across North America.
The NHL's expansion has been a major factor in the growth of the sport of
hockey, and has helped to make it one of the most popular sports in the
world.
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The Early Years

The NHL's first expansion occurred in 1924, when the Boston Bruins and
Montreal Maroons were added to the league. This was followed by the
addition of the New York Rangers and Pittsburgh Pirates in 1926, and the
Detroit Cougars and Chicago Black Hawks in 1927. These early
expansions helped to establish the NHL as a major league, and set the
stage for its future growth.
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The Post-World War II Era

After World War II, the NHL experienced a period of rapid expansion. In
1949, the league added the Toronto Maple Leafs to its ranks, and in 1951,
the Vancouver Canucks and Seattle Totems joined the league. In 1952, the
NHL added its first American team, the Chicago Blackhawks, and in 1967,
the league expanded to California with the addition of the Los Angeles
Kings and Oakland Seals.

The Modern Era

The NHL's expansion has continued in recent years, with the addition of
the Minnesota Wild in 2000, the Columbus Blue Jackets in 2000, the
Nashville Predators in 1998, the Atlanta Thrashers in 1999, the Vegas
Golden Knights in 2017, and the Seattle Kraken in 2021. These expansions
have helped to make the NHL a truly national league, and have brought the
sport of hockey to new audiences.

The Impact of Expansion

The NHL's expansion has had a major impact on the league and the sport
of hockey. It has helped to increase the popularity of the sport, and has
created new opportunities for players and fans. Expansion has also helped
to create new rivalries and storylines, and has made the NHL playoffs more
exciting.

The NHL's expansion has been a major factor in the growth of the league
and the sport of hockey. It has helped to make the NHL a truly national
league, and has brought the sport of hockey to new audiences. Expansion
has also helped to create new rivalries and storylines, and has made the



NHL playoffs more exciting. The NHL is sure to continue to expand in the
future, and its impact on the sport of hockey will continue to grow.
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