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In one of his most inspiring speeches, President Barack Obama addressed
graduates at Howard University's 2016 commencement ceremony. His
powerful words challenged students to pursue excellence not just for their
own personal gain, but as a means of shaping a better future for their
communities and the world.

The Pursuit of Excellence

Obama opened his speech by emphasizing the importance of striving for
excellence in all aspects of life. He encouraged graduates to set high
standards for themselves and to never settle for mediocrity. "Excellence is
not a gift," he said. "It's something you have to work for every day. It's not
something that just happens. It's something that you have to cultivate."

The pursuit of excellence, Obama explained, is not simply about achieving
personal success. It is also about making a meaningful contribution to
society.

“When you strive for excellence, you're not just ng it for
yourself. You're ng it for the people who came before you and
the people who will come after you. You're ng it for your family,
your community, and your country.

Barack Obama”

Setting an Example
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In addition to pursuing excellence, Obama urged graduates to set an
example for others. He spoke about the power of role models and the
importance of using one's platform to make a positive difference in the
world.

"I want you to be beacons of hope for those who have lost their way,"
Obama said. "I want you to be sources of inspiration for those who are
struggling. I want you to be the change that you wish to see in the world."

Obama challenged graduates to use their education to make a difference in
the lives of others. He encouraged them to get involved in their
communities, to speak out against injustice, and to work towards creating a
more just and equitable world.

“Your education is not just about getting a job. It's about
making a difference in the world. It's about using your
knowledge and skills to make a positive impact on your
community and your country.

Barack Obama”

President Obama's commencement speech was a powerful call to action
for graduates to pursue excellence and set an example for others. He
challenged them to use their education and their platform to make a
positive difference in the world.

His words are a timeless reminder of the importance of striving for
excellence, setting an example, and working towards a better future for all.



If you are looking for an inspiring read that will challenge you to reach your
full potential and make a positive impact on the world, then I highly
recommend reading President Obama's commencement speech.
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