
Summary Study Guide: Thank You for Your
Service
David Finkel's Thank You for Your Service is a powerful and moving novel
that explores the challenges faced by veterans returning from the Iraq War.
Through the interwoven stories of three soldiers, Finkel paints a vivid
picture of the physical, emotional, and psychological wounds that these
men carry with them long after they leave the battlefield.
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This comprehensive summary study guide provides an in-depth overview of
Thank You for Your Service. With detailed analysis, character profiles, and
discussion questions, this guide is an invaluable resource for students,
book clubs, and anyone interested in the themes and characters of this
powerful work.

Summary

Thank You for Your Service follows the lives of three soldiers, Adam
Schumann, Tausolo Aieti, and Billy Waller, as they return home from Iraq.
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Adam, a former Army medic, struggles with PTSD and survivor's guilt.
Tausolo, a Samoan immigrant, is haunted by the memories of the war and
the loss of his friends. Billy, a young Iraq War veteran, is struggling to
adjust to civilian life and the challenges of unemployment and
homelessness.

As the three men navigate their post-war lives, they confront the challenges
of reintegration, family relationships, and the search for meaning and
purpose. Finkel's novel is a powerful and moving exploration of the human
cost of war, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Character Profiles

Adam Schumann

Adam Schumann is a former Army medic who served two tours in Iraq. He
is haunted by the memories of the war and the loss of his friends. Adam
struggles with PTSD and survivor's guilt, and he is unable to find his place
in civilian life. He is a complex and deeply troubled character, but he is also
a survivor who is determined to find his way.

Tausolo Aieti

Tausolo Aieti is a Samoan immigrant who joined the Army to escape his
troubled past. He served in Iraq as an infantryman, and he was awarded
the Silver Star for his bravery in combat. However, Tausolo is haunted by
the memories of the war and the loss of his friends. He struggles to adjust
to civilian life, and he is unable to find a job or a place to belong. Tausolo is
a proud and independent man, but he is also vulnerable and in need of
help.

Billy Waller



Billy Waller is a young Iraq War veteran who is struggling to adjust to
civilian life. He is unemployed and homeless, and he is haunted by the
memories of the war. Billy is a lost and disillusioned young man, but he is
also a survivor who is determined to find his way. He is a complex and
sympathetic character, and his story is a reminder of the challenges faced
by many veterans.

Themes

Thank You for Your Service explores a number of important themes,
including:

The challenges of reintegration for veterans

The psychological and emotional wounds of war

The importance of family and friendship

The search for meaning and purpose after war

The resilience of the human spirit

Discussion Questions

The following discussion questions can be used to spark discussion about
Thank You for Your Service:

What are the challenges that Adam, Tausolo, and Billy face as they
return home from war?

How does PTSD affect Adam, Tausolo, and Billy?

What is the role of family and friendship in the lives of Adam, Tausolo,
and Billy?



What is the significance of the title, Thank You for Your Service?

What does Thank You for Your Service say about the human cost of
war?

Thank You for Your Service is a powerful and moving novel that explores
the challenges faced by veterans returning from the Iraq War. Finkel's novel
is a powerful reminder of the human cost of war, and the resilience of the
human spirit.

This comprehensive summary study guide provides an in-depth overview of
Thank You for Your Service. With detailed analysis, character profiles, and
discussion questions, this guide is an invaluable resource for students,
book clubs, and anyone interested in the themes and characters of this
powerful work.
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