
The Ultimate Parent's Guide to College
Success: Tips for 12-Year-Olds to College
Students
As a parent, you want the best for your child. You want them to be
successful in school, happy in their personal lives, and prepared for the
future. But when it comes to college, the path to success can be unclear.
That's where this guide comes in. We'll provide you with everything you
need to know to help your child succeed in college, from the early years to
the college application process and beyond.
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The Early Years: Building a Foundation for Success

The years between 12 and 18 are critical for building a strong foundation
for college success. During this time, your child will develop the academic,
social, and emotional skills they need to thrive in college. Here are a few
tips to help you support your child's development:
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1. Encourage academic excellence. Help your child develop good
study habits and encourage them to take challenging courses. The
more rigorous their coursework, the better prepared they'll be for
college.

2. Foster social development. College is a time for your child to grow
and develop as a person. Encourage them to get involved in
extracurricular activities, clubs, and other social groups. These
experiences will help them build confidence, learn how to work with
others, and develop leadership skills.

3. Support their emotional well-being. College can be a stressful time
for students. Help your child develop healthy coping mechanisms for
stress and anxiety. Encourage them to talk to you about their feelings
and seek help from a counselor if needed.

High School: Preparing for College

Once your child enters high school, the focus shifts to preparing for college.
This is the time to start thinking about college applications, financial aid,
and other aspects of the college admissions process. Here are a few tips to
help you support your child during this transition:

1. Help your child develop a college list. Work with your child to create
a list of colleges that they're interested in. Consider their academic
interests, career goals, and financial situation.

2. Attend college fairs and visit colleges. This is a great way for your
child to learn more about different colleges and get a feel for what
they're like. Encourage your child to ask questions about academic
programs, student life, and financial aid.



3. Help your child prepare for the SAT and ACT. These standardized
tests are an important part of the college admissions process. Help
your child prepare by providing them with study materials and practice
tests.

4. Start thinking about financial aid. College is expensive, so it's
important to start thinking about financial aid early on. Explore different
options, such as scholarships, grants, and loans.

College Applications: The Final Push

The college application process can be daunting, but it's important to stay
organized and supportive. Here are a few tips to help your child navigate
the process:

1. Help your child write a strong personal statement. The personal
statement is your child's chance to tell colleges who they are and why
they're interested in attending. Encourage your child to write a
thoughtful and compelling essay that highlights their unique qualities
and experiences.

2. Proofread your child's applications. Once your child has finished
their applications, proofread them carefully for any errors. Make sure
the information is accurate and that the writing is clear and concise.

3. Meet deadlines. It's important to meet all deadlines for college
applications. Encourage your child to start working on their
applications early so they have plenty of time to complete them.

4. Be supportive. The college application process can be stressful for
students. Be there for your child and offer support and encouragement
throughout the process.



College: What to Expect

Once your child has been accepted to college, it's time to start thinking
about what to expect. College is a time of great change and growth, both
academically and personally. Here are a few things you can do to help your
child transition to college:

1. Talk to your child about their expectations. College is not like high
school. It's important to talk to your child about their expectations for
college and help them understand the challenges they may face.

2. Encourage your child to get involved. College is a great opportunity
to get involved in extracurricular activities, clubs, and other social
groups. Encourage your child to get involved in activities that interest
them. This is a great way to meet new people, make friends, and
develop new interests.

3. Support your child's academic progress. College classes can be
challenging, so it's important to support your child's academic
progress. Encourage them to study hard and seek help from
professors and TAs when needed.

4. Be there for your child. College is a time of great change and growth,
and it can be challenging at times. Be there for your child and offer
support and encouragement throughout their college journey.

College is a major milestone in a young person's life. It's a time of great
change and growth, both academically and personally. As a parent, you
can play a vital role in helping your child succeed in college. By providing
your child with support, encouragement, and guidance, you can help them
reach their full potential and achieve their college dreams.
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