
Uncover the Untold Story: The Union, the
Confederacy, and Native Peoples in the Fight
for the West
Often overshadowed by battles fought in the East, the Civil War's impact on
the American West was no less significant. In this vast and unforgiving
landscape, Native American tribes found themselves at the center of a
fierce struggle between the Union and the Confederacy, each vying for
control of a contested frontier. Their choices and alliances would forever
alter the course of both the war and the West itself.
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The Antebellum Setting

Prior to the Civil War, the American West was a vast and unexplored
frontier, home to numerous Native American tribes. The largest and most
powerful among them were the Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
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Comanche. These tribes had long established their own distinct cultures,
societies, and territories.

The westward expansion of the United States into these lands created
tensions between settlers and Native Americans. The government's policy
of forcing tribes onto reservations sparked widespread resistance. As the
Civil War erupted, many tribes saw an opportunity to regain their lands and
autonomy.

The Impact of the Civil War

With the outbreak of the Civil War, the Native American tribes in the West
were drawn into the conflict. Both the Union and the Confederacy sought to
gain their support, offering alliances, weapons, and supplies. The tribes, in
turn, faced difficult choices about which side to join, balancing their own
interests with the uncertain outcomes of the war.



Some tribes, such as the Cheyenne and Arapaho, initially allied with the
Confederacy. They believed that a Confederate victory would allow them to
maintain their traditional way of life. However, as the war progressed, it
became clear that the Confederacy's commitment to slavery and states'
rights posed a threat to their autonomy.

Other tribes, such as the Sioux and Comanche, chose to remain neutral.
They were wary of both the Union and the Confederacy and sought to

https://library.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IitJOTZTaUpDOHhvKzd4SU5GQnZhNU5XSlViQ3I1UDRseTdrY2VpakE4S1BPSnhoSkRzTWlueG00QXZ1N25HR0wxT3hYazZrbjdhSHhNVm5maWc1VDFMSndMeU9DekdTeXFOQ1VLWkg0TlJ3SFNHM1daRXJUYzdvSWxzVjd4SGtUUkN2eXpQRUxBZmhRdEZqd090ejcrZE91NWFMREo2anQyV1wvUG1xUVdFeVBKa3VJRmRFc1k3WmtMdHFLNWJTQnFUYnZpV1RsXC9UTVNYNVFOcjVMSUdVN2R4cE1ld1NwOFZBbEZLXC94NE05aWw4RmtSOE0xbzhVQ0VPYWdcL2NWM1Q4IiwiaXYiOiIzMTEyMmFmYjYyOWY4ZDhkYjI0NTc4N2I3ODVlZTAxNCIsInMiOiI4MjhmYmYzZTY4MTZiNTU4In0%3D


protect their own lands from encroachment. However, their neutrality was
often tested by raids and attacks from both sides of the conflict.

A painting depicting the Battle of Little Bighorn, where the Sioux and Cheyenne
defeated General Custer's forces.

The Aftermath of the War

The Civil War had a profound impact on Native American tribes in the West.
The Union's victory led to the establishment of new treaties and
reservations, further encroaching on their traditional lands. The war also
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weakened the tribes' political and economic power, making them more
vulnerable to government policies and settlers' demands.

In the decades following the war, the United States government continued
to pursue a policy of assimilation, seeking to force Native Americans to
adopt the ways of white society. This process, often carried out through
violence and coercion, caused immeasurable harm to Native American
cultures and communities.

The Civil War was a turning point in the history of the American West. The
conflict forced Native American tribes to navigate a treacherous path,
aligning themselves with either side in a struggle that would ultimately
diminish their power and autonomy. Their choices and experiences offer a
complex and often overlooked chapter in the story of the Civil War,
shedding light on the complex relationship between the United States and
its Native American population.
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